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Headteacher’s Update

I am delighted that our final newsletter of the 
academic year 2021-22 is highlighting the 

rich and varied extra-curricular opportunities 
available to our students here at Maidenhill. This 
was one of the key things that we were not able 
to do during the Covid pandemic and yet we 
know how important this aspect of school life is 
for students.

It has been great to see so many students 
engaging with all these activities, events and 
clubs. We need to say a huge thank you to staff 
who give so willingly of their time, whether that 
is during their lunchtime, after school or indeed 
at weekends and during holidays. We know how 
much this extra-curricular provision benefits 
students’ all-round development. 
 Mrs P Wilson

A taste of Uni life

Youth without Limits

Some of our Year 9 students were recently 
given an opportunity to gain a valuable insight 

into university life. They visited the Oxstalls 
Campus at Gloucester University on the 24th 
May for a taster day and all agreed that it was 
well worth the visit.

Following a successful college trip in February, 
link days have been arranged for a small group of 

Year 10 and Year 11 SEND students to help with their 
college transitions.  Applications from these students 
were accepted by local colleges, with Miss Wasley 
providing support through the process.

On the 4th July, they were given the opportunity 
to meet with tutors, tour the college, with access to all 
facilities, and have taster sessions relating to certain 
subject areas they could potentially be studying. Learning 
Support Assistants accompanied them on this trip for 
additional support. 
Miss I Clarke

Maidenhill students recently received a Duke 
of Edinburgh Award, acknowledging time 

volunteered in the community between April 2021 
and March 2022.

Our students accrued 78 volunteering hours doing 
good deeds such as litter picking, sports coaching, 
involvement in youth groups and Primary school 
volunteering. This is in addition to the other activities 
they are required to complete, as well as having to keep 
on top of their schoolwork.

I am so proud of the students and what they have 
accomplished so far.
Miss K Waterman

SEND Link Days
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Y7 students do CPR

Our enterprising Year 9s

Well done to our Year 9 students who took part in an Enterprise Event on the 15th June.  A selection 
of business volunteers supported our students in creating a viable business model, product or on-line 

application. 
Thank you to Jon at Chrysalis Research, Dorian at Capsule Insurance Brokers, Zachary at Customade, 

Colum at Eco Mirage, Richard at Stroud Hub Business Navigator, Lucy at Renishaw and Georgia at Stroud 
District Council for your time, guidance and support of our students.  Mr S Clements

In May, Year 7 students were lucky enough to be 
taught basic CPR by Great Western Ambulance 

charity. The sessions were held during Learning for 
Life lessons over the course of one week, enabling 
every student to actively participate in the training. 
Here’s what Issy, Toby, Rosie and Scarlett had to say:

“Last lesson we learned how to do CPR. I wasn’t 
very confident before the lesson, but I learned how 
to do CPR without hurting people, how to recognise 
if people need CPR and the recovery position. The 
lesson was fun and quite easy to learn.” 

Isabella Hatch – 7DSP

“I enjoyed the lesson and I thought it was 
quite fun and interesting. I would recommend it to 
another class because it is helpful if you come across 
someone who has collapsed.”

Toby Chodera – 7DLB

“I did not know how to do CPR at all, now 
I know how to do CPR. The lesson was very fun 
because we got to do CPR on dummies.” 

Rosie Webb – 7DKW

“In the CPR session I learnt how to do CPR, 
how to use a defibrillator, and how to put a person 
into the recovery position. On a scale of 1 to 10, 
before the session I was 3/10 confident and now I 
am about 7/10.” 

Scarlett Wheatley – 7HDK
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Students meet David Olusoga

In April, a group of Year 11 history students had 
the exciting opportunity to attend an evening event 

at Wycliffe College, Stonehouse, to meet historian 
David Olusoga. The event, titled ‘Through My Lens’ 
examined issues of diversity and race in the British 
school system. 

David Olusoga has been described as “one of the 
UK’s foremost respected historians, ranked amongst 
the most influential Black Britons of our time”. He is 
also the author of award-wining books including ‘Black 
and British: A Forgotten History’ and ‘The World’s 
War’. 

David’s lecture considered the continuing 
challenges of ensuring our curriculum reflects 
the diversity of modern Britain and looked at the 
significant history of Black Britons across time.

Afterwards, we participated in a Question and 
Answer session with David, and met with him to talk 
further about black British history. The Maidenhill 

history students said the event was exciting and 
interesting and were thrilled to take part in the event 
with an expert historian.
Mr C Porter

Beside the Seaside Science at its best

Year 10 geographers had 
a great time in sunny 

Lyme Regis, studying the 
sea defences and coastal 
landforms. 

Lyme Regis has spent over 
£35 million on various coastal 
defences, so the students 
were keen to see whether the 
benefits outweighed the costs. 
Some students mustered the 
courage to ask tourists and 

local residents what they 
thought about the town, 
using questionnaires they had 
previously created in class. 

“I really liked the activities 
we did, especially measuring 
the slope angles along the 
beach” says Aryan Jeetun 
(10RKB)

The ice cream and chips 
also seemed to go down well…
Miss K Brewer

The FameLab 
trip was a 

very exciting experience and  
taught me a lot of information. There 
were speeches on topics I’d never 
even heard about before. It was 
surprising how many schools and kids 
participated, as well as the amount of 
people who were chosen to go into the 
finals. 

There were lots of subjects covered, 
but my favourites are about how video 
games are good for you, how CDs 
work and the best organ. According 
to Liam Mant, the best organ is the 
liver, because it filters food and drink. 
Apparently, video games are good for 
you because they relieve stress, improve 
hand eye co-ordination, and improve 
your attentiveness. CDs work by using a 
laser onto the disc and depending on the 
angle that the light is reflected off the 
CD changes the sound waves produced. 

I enjoyed the whole experience 
FameLab had to offer and gained some 
skills along the way. I would definitely 
do it again. 
Finley Turley – 9DLC
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Maths and more

Here at Maidenhill Library, we take reading 
very seriously, so we like to get the students’ 

opinion on the books and reading experience we 
deliver. Being a library assistant is a great way 
to give your opinion (as well as getting paid in 
shortbread and getting first pick of the new books). 

Being a library assistant is not to be confused 
with being part of a reading club. During Library 
Club we help Mrs Escott-Allen, the Librarian, get 
new books ready to be used by adding all the labels. 
We label the books by Accelerated Reader level and 
by genres such as: Historical, Fantasy and Magic, 
Horror and others.

When I first heard that the library assistants 
club was opening, I was excited because I like books 

and I like the library. I like being a library assistant. Labelling books is fun and I like to 
put books on display and make displays.  

It may have raised your attention that the library assistants have spent their time making a Pride month 
display to celebrate the LGBTQ+ community! Some of our favourite books are: Heartstopper, George, The 
Black Flamingo and The Love Montage. I personally recommend all of them! Pride month is important because it 
celebrates work of the LGBTQ+ people in the community and raises awareness of issues affecting their lives. It’s 
also important because we can celebrate who we are and how far our community has come in recent years.

We hope to see you in our school library soon!  The Library Assistants

Craft Club

Last term saw 
the start 

of a Mindful 
Craft Club for 
KS3, every 
Monday lunch 
time, which is 
proving to be 
very popular. 
Students have 
enjoyed the 
safe space to 
learn new skills. 
So far they 
have engaged 
in colouring, 
drawing and 
origami. For 
Pride Month 
we have been 
working on a 
collage of the 
Pride flag. 
Miss L Hoare 

Every Friday lunchtime, KS3 Maths Club gets 
together for half an hour of all things Maths. 

We do various activities such as problem solving, 
murder mysteries and looking at maths concepts 
like Möbius strips. 
Mr L Colahan

Part of the Club

FYI: 
In mathematics, a Möbius strip is 
a surface that can be formed by 
attaching the ends of a strip of 
paper together with a half-twist. 
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Paris; je t’aime!

After the delays of two 
lockdowns, the many 

obstacles of pandemic restrictions, 
not to mention the actions of a 
certain ferry company, on the first 
weekend of the Easter holidays, 
43 students and 6 staff members 
finally embarked on the 14-hour 
journey to the Château de Grand 
Romaine, Lasigny, Paris, with 
minimal delays. 

On arrival, we were greeted 
by the smiling PGL staff (Luke, 
Heather, and Denis) who were 
armed with lunch snacks and had 
rooms at the ready for us.  After 
dinner, students had a great team 
building game which, despite lack 
of sleep, they all engaged in with 
gusto. Outside, a fleeting flurry 
of snow provided a picturesque 
backdrop.

Day two started with making 
our breakfast and lunch, before 
setting off to the centre of Paris 
for the tourist experiences of 
the Eiffel Tower, Montmartre, 
buying souvenirs (berets are so 
‘de rigueur’) and an educational 
sightseeing boat trip down the 
Seine. Students practised ordering 
crêpes in the common venacular. 
After this whistle stop tour, we 
made our way back to the Château 
for escargot (!) and a disco, with 
students busting out their best 
dance moves.

Sunday saw us going to 
Disneyland where we spent the 
whole day going on rides. Many 
light-sabres and trinkets later, we 
returned for dinner and crêpe 
making (with instructions in 
French), before going back to our 

rooms and preparing for our trip 
home the next day.

On our way to catch the ferry, 
we stopped off at Mémorial de Vimy 
which honors Canadian soldiers 
who served during the First World 
War, particularly those killed in 
France, whose final resting place is 
unknown. 

A quick hop over the channel 
on the ferry and we ended up back 
in Stonehouse on time and mostly in 
one piece, if a little tired.

I would like to thank all 
students who went on the trip for 
their excellent conduct; you were a 
credit to the school! Thank you Miss 
Fowke, Mr Price-Bates, Ms Rees, 
Mrs Collins and Mrs Shore for your 
support during a trip that was truly 
‘magnifique’ .
Mr C Bargh
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 Sport, sun (some) and fun…

In June, Maidenhill competed in the annual athletics competition at the Prince of Wales Stadium in 
Cheltenham. This was the first time since 2019 that schools across the Stroud District have been able to 

take part in this amazing 
event. 

Maidenhill School was 
able to take a substantial 
team of athletes and 
the 54 students who 
took part were a credit 
to themselves and the 
school. They should all 
feel very proud of their 
achievements and athletic 
performance this summer.
Miss S Dobler

Sports Day at Maidenhill is always a popular event – whether it be 
participating and showing off athletic prowess, or supporting 

and cheering on team mates.



Read all about it…

Summer Concert
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As you may know, back in May 
we released our first issue of our 

student newspaper and we hope you all 
enjoyed reading it. However, you’re not 
getting rid of us yet! We are currently 
working on our second issue, which will 
include more games, a follow on from 
Beauty and the Beast, Sports Day, and a 
secret celebration for Pride! Don’t think 
we are done yet because there is a lot 
more where that came from. 

Last issue was a rollercoaster.  We 
had to find a structure and follow it 
and most of all, we were all new to the 
whole newspaper thing! So far, it’s been 
a bit rocky and we have lost a couple of 
members, although we have recently 
gained a new member through our 
advertising. We are still looking for new 
members so would like to encourage 
students to come along to E4. The news 
team meet most Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and occasionally Fridays.
Lily Embling – 7RKB

Another amazing Summer 
Concert was enjoyed by students, 

parents and staff alike, with students 
showcasing their musical talents.

Key stage three students were given the 
opportunity to enter a national poetry 

competition during February half term. We always 
aim to inspire our students to be confident writers 
and writing poetry is a portal to writing something that they feel 
particularly passionate about. 

Our students were invited to write a poem for the Empowered 
competition and take back control of their lives. Empowered has 
encouraged them to find and use their voices to express themselves 
through words. Being able to voice a concern, an opinion or a point of 
view is so important, especially when our students’ interactions with 
peers have been restricted or even removed over the last academic 
year, reducing their opportunities to discuss what matters to them. 
We would like to congratulate all the participants who entered and 

hope they 
enjoy reading 
their poems 
that have now 
been published 
in the 
Empowered 
Young Writers’ 
anthology.
Mrs D McAlary

Empowered!



 M A I D E N H I L L  N E W S :  S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

10

The proof is in the Pudding…

Year 10 students are continuing to develop their advanced 
culinary skills by focusing on producing a range of desserts. 

They have made meringue roulade and experimented with 
using the blow torch to create crème brulees. 

Pizza on the Menu

In Food Preparation and Nutrition, Year 8 have continued with their multicultural food project and created 
some wonderful pizzas using a bread base, while showing an understanding of the different stages of 

production from kneading to proving, shaping and baking.
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Curiouser and Curiouser

Year 11 artists completed their GCSE Art course with a final project based on Alice in Wonderland. 
Students designed lino prints, book covers, playing cards, papier-mâché stage props and ceramics, using 

imagery from the story. The final results are amazing and everyone’s artwork from this project will be displayed 
until the end of September.   Mrs D Glover



Maidenhill School, Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2HA      Tel: 01453 822469
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Friday, 22nd July 

Thursday, 25th August   

Tuesday, 6th September

Wednesday, 7th September

Friday, 21st October

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sophie has a winner!

Above and Beyond Digging up Britain’s past

Well done to Oliver 
Hamblin, Scarlett 

Blanch and Katherine 
Colcombe, who are 
this term’s Above and 
Beyond competition 
winners in Science.

The 29th June was an amazing day 
for Finley Stone! Two interviews 

with Professor Alice Roberts from 
‘Digging for Britain’ later, Finely is very 
excited that he will be on television 
later this year in series 10 of the 
popular programme that examines 
the findings and research of British 
archaeologists.

End of Term 6

GCSE Results Day

Start of Term for Year 7
Start of Term for Years 8–11
End of term

When Sophie Reece entered her Field Spaniel puppy for 
the annual Crufts competition, she could only hope that 

she would do well. She was certainly 
not disappointed and received 
rosettes in 3 different categories:

4th Field spaniel post graduate Bitch 
5th Field spaniel puppy Bitch
6th YKC Junior handling 12-17 years  

New Maidenhill Minibus

Maidenhill has a brand new minibus! It has 17 seats including the driver’s seat (with racy red 
seatbelts) and is wheelchair accessible. 


